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Collection Information:

Scope and Content Note
This collection contains correspondences from members of the Mathews family,
primarily John D. and Frank R. Matthews, of Kentucky and Texas, dated 1870 -1908.
The letters discusses topics such as family news, homesickness, death, birth, family,
weather, religion, and Christianity. The bulk of the correspondence is written between
family members primarily in Lexington, KY and Denison, Texas.

Historical Information
John D. Matthews, was a Presbyterian pastor who served churches in Norfolk, Virginia,
Baltimore, Maryland, Washington, D.C., and Louisville, Kentucky. He was the son of the
Reverend John Matthews and was born in Shepherdstown, Virginia, June 19, 1809. He
graduated from Jefferson College and was ordained in 1832. Matthews died March 1884
in Dallas, Texas. Francis “Frank” Renshaw Matthews was the son of John D. Matthews.
He was born on September 8, 1835 and died on January 13, 1920. Matthews graduated
from Centre College in 1856. He lived in Mt. Sterling, Kentucky, but due to his wife’s ill
health moved to New Mexico and then Trinidad, Colorado.

Administrative Information:

Related Items:
Related materials may be found by searching the Hanover College online catalog.

Acquisition:
Donated by Mark Zeck, 2010

http://library.hanover.edu/


Mathews Family Papers
SC 43

2

Property rights and Usage: This collection is the property of Hanover College. Obtaining
permission to publish or redistribute any copyrighted work is the responsibility of the author
and/or publisher.

Preferred Citation:  [identification of item], Mathews Family Papers, SC 43, The Joseph
Wood Evans Memorial Special Collections and Archives Center, the Duggan Library,
Hanover College.
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Container List

Folder Folder Title Dates Notes
1 Correspondence 1870-

1880
Correspondents: Eliza Byers, John D. Matthews; Lew
Wallace, Frank R. Matthews; Topics include courtship,
health, family, relocation, Blue Coats, Ku Klux Klan
(KKK), violence, sickness, disease, death, religion,
babies/birth, baseball, President Garfield, and finances;
Places include Lexington, KY; Texas; Santa Fe, New
Mexico; Louisville, KY; Columbus, MS, Tenn.

2 Correspondence 1881-
1883

Correspondents: Frank R. Matthews, John E. Mathews,
Eliza Byers; Topics: relocation, sickness, death, health,
funerals, babies/birth, religion, Christianity, God,
finances and railroads; Locations: Denison, TX;
Colorado, St. Louis, MO; Springfield, IN; Louisville, KY;
Dallas, TX; Mt. Sterling, KY; Madison, IN; Lake City,
Pueblo Viejo Canton; Memphis, TN; Houston, TX;
Indianapolis, IN

3 Correspondence 1884-
1908

Correspondents: Frank R. Matthews, Eliza Byers, John
E. Mathews; Topics: health, weather, sickness,
tobacco, Christianity, babies, disease, vacation, family,
and loneliness; Locations: Nebraska; St. Louis, MO;
Dallas, TX; Lexington, KY; Denver, CO; Louisville, KY;
Mt. Sterling, KY


